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1. Ambiguous memories: Memories of pain and hope  
 
20 years since the November offensive; the fall of the Berlin wall; the persecution and repression of 
the churches and popular organizations in El Salvador; Bishop Medardo’s escape, and the massacre in 
the UCA .  
 
2. The cross: Faith’s ambiguous memory  
 
At the centre of Chrisitian faith there is a memory of crucifixion and resurrection. This is a ‘dangerous 
memory’ (JB Metz), and a memory which gives hope.  
 
3. The subversive cross and the crucified people  
  
The Salvadoran Lutheran Church and the subversive cross: The cross denounces the sins of the 
people and the sins committed against the people; it displays the forces that crucify the children of 
God. 
 
Archbishop Romero, I. Ellacuría, and J. Sobrino: The crucified people represents the Lord’s 
continued presence in history. This presence calls for solidarity and discipleship; and gives hope even 
in the darkest moments, because God is present. .   
  
4. Theology  of the cross and epistemology  
  
Theology of the Cross: From the Gospels, through Paul, to Luther and theology of liberation.   

  
‘My wounds tell me something different’ Luther Von weltlicher Obrigkeit (1523) 
 
Epistemology: What can I know (and how)? 

  
5. Remembering wounds: What can they tell us? 
  
Memory: Wounds make us remember 
Respect: Remembering the wounds teaches us respect for the sufferings and gains of others. 
Ownership: The memories belong to those who lived the esperience remembered. The victims must be 
respected as subjects and protagonists of the own history. 
Interpretation: Every memory must be interpreted, again and again, always anew. 
Perspective of hope: Every memory of wounds should be interpreted in a perspective of faith, and 
therefore, in a perspective of hope and joy.  
Responsibility and liberty: Remembering wounds in this way calls us to take responsibility for the 
present and have hope for the future: Something new will arise; there are promises of changes, new 
beginnings, life… 



  
6. Vulnerability: What can it tell us?   
 

• Vulnerability is a concrete universal experience  
• Vulnarbility constitutes what is human: To be human is to be vulnerable 
• Vulnerability is an ethical precondition: Only the one who recognises him/herself as 

vulnerable, can perceive the vulnerability of the human person as an ethical call and 
responsibility.   

• Vulnerability is the condition for love: Only the vulnerable can truly love; and love makes 
one vulnerable. 

• Vulnerabilty is (paradoxically) also a value, and can be made into a strength.  
            

7. The wounds of Jesus and the vulnerability of God  
 
Remembering the wounds of Jesus is to become aware of the unexpected vulnerability of God, 
according to Christian faith. Since God is love; God is vulnerable. Since God is vulnerable; God 
knows, understands, shares and overcomes our vulnerability. 
  
8. Ambiguous memories and hope for the future 
 
Remembering in order to build the future: Giving attention to what the wounds and the vulnerability 
teach us, interpreting this in the hopeful and joyful perspective of faith, prepares us for taking healing 
the wounds of the present and protecting human vulnerability, which is a source of life.  
  
What does it require from us? 

• Mercy 
• Solidarity 
• Renewal (liberation, resurrection). 
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