The Transfiguration of Jesus and Healing of a Boy
Mark 9:2-29

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they
were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than
anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were
talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom |
love. Listen to him!" Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except
Jesus...

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law
arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to
greet him. "What are you arguing with them about?" he asked. A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher,
| brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes
him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. | asked
your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."

"O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall | stay with you? How long shall | put up with
you? Bring the boy to me."

So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to
the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he
been like this?" "From childhood," he answered. "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But
if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."

"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." Immediately the boy's father
exclaimed, "l do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"

When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. "You deaf and mute
spirit," he said, "l command you, come out of him and never enter him again." The spirit shrieked,
convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's
dead." But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had gone
indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?" He replied, "This kind can
come out only by prayer.”

Lazarus Dies and Lives
John 11

A man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. This was the same Mary
who massaged the Lord's feet with aromatic oils and then wiped them with her hair. It was her brother
Lazarus who was sick. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Master, the one you love so very much is
sick."

hen Jesus got the message, he said, "This sickness is not fatal. It will become an occasion to show
God's glory by glorifying God's Son." Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, but oddly, when
he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two more days...

When Jesus finally got there, he found Lazarus already four days dead. Bethany was near Jerusalem,
only a couple of miles away, and many of the Jews were visiting Martha and Mary, sympathizing with
them over their brother. Martha heard Jesus was coming and went out to meet him. Mary remained in
the house. Martha said, "Master, if you'd been here, my brother wouldn't have died. Even now, | know
that whatever you ask God he will give you."



Jesus said, "Your brother will be raised up."
Martha replied, "I know that he will be raised up in the resurrection at the end of time."

"You don't have to wait for the End. | am, right now, Resurrection and Life. The one who believes in me,
even though he or she dies, will live. And everyone who lives believing in me does not ultimately die at
all. Do you believe this?"

"Yes, Master. All along | have believed that you are the Messiah, the Son of God who comes into the
world." ...

Mary came to where Jesus was waiting and fell at his feet, saying, "Master, if only you had been here,
my brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her sobbing and the Jews with her sobbing, a deep
anger welled up within him. He said, "Where did you put him?"

"Master, come and see," they said. Now Jesus wept. The Jews said, "Look how deeply he loved him."
Others among them said, "Well, if he loved him so much, why didn't he do something to keep him from
dying? After all, he opened the eyes of a blind man."

Then Jesus, the anger again welling up within him, arrived at the tomb. It was a simple cave in the
hillside with a slab of stone laid against it. Jesus said, "Remove the stone."

The sister of the dead man, Martha, said, "Master, by this time there's a stench. He's been dead four
days!" Jesus looked her in the eye. "Didn't | tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?" Then, to the others, "Go ahead, take away the stone."

They removed the stone. Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, "Father, I'm grateful that you have
listened to me. | know you always do listen, but on account of this crowd standing here I've spoken so
that they might believe that you sent me." Then he shouted, "Lazarus, come out!" And he came out, a
cadaver, wrapped from head to toe, and with a kerchief over his face.

Jesus told them, "Unwrap him and let him loose."

Jesus Dies and Lives
Luke 24:1-12

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the
body.

While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look
for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day
rise again."

Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all
the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them.

But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
then he went home, amazed at what had happened.



