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DO YOU BELIEVE THAT EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO A BETTER FUTURE?  
 
                         ARE YOU COMMITTED TO YOUTH EMPOWERMENT?  
 

 
 
Here is your opportunity to contribute to a bright future for youth in Comunidad Rutilio 
Grande as the scholarship project continues.  
 
Since 2000, the Greater Milwaukee Synod has offered the chance to support youth 
empowerment and education through this very successful community-administered project in 
which all youth who finish 6th grade in the community school, receive the promise of 
continued education all the way through high school if 1) they make the commitment to 
study 2) they do community service for their community by participating in community 
activities and service projects  and 3) they participate in  the community’s youth 
organization.  
 
In the 90’s, few youth had a chance to study beyond grade school. In fact, the first high 
school graduates from the community occurred in 1996, some 12 years ago. The scholarship 
program has changed high school graduation from being an option for only a select few to 
the norm for all youth.  
 
Education not only brings more enlightened citizenship, but has protected the community 
from crime and vice as these youth are so actively engaged, that this community is one of a 
few in its area where crime and drug-use is practically unknown! 
 
The service projects and activities not only teach these youth important skills such as 
gardening, radio announcing, health care and natural medicine, but responsibility and team 
work. Participation in the youth organization prepares them for assuming functions on the 
community’s council and in fact, many of them have served in that capacity. 
 
Right now there are 29 youth in junior high and high school. Eighteen are in 7-9th grades. 
Eight just started 10th Grade this year, one is in 11th and 2 are in 12th Grade. Both 12th 
Graders have dreams of continuing to college. One dreams of studying medicine.  
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Of these 29 youth, 21 are young women and only 8 are young men.  
 

 
 
Many high school graduates aspire to continue their studies in the university. Between 2002 
and 2006, 7 young women graduated with teaching degrees and one young man got a 
associate degree in computer science. Right now, one student is in her final year of business 
administration, two are in law school, one is in an agronomy program and one young woman 
has been accepted to medical school. In El Salvador, law and medicine are undergraduate 
programs of 6 and 8 years, respectively. Many more would like to pursue higher degrees but 
poverty has kept them from being able to do so.  
 
Your congregation can support a student for $375 per year. This amount covers uniform, 
shoes, bookbag and school supply expenses (1/3 of the total cost) plus the very costly, daily 
transportation expenses to El Paisnal (2/3 of the total cost).  
 
If you are interested, contact Mary Campbell at mbc48@earthlink.net for more information. 
Promotional materials are available for a congregational display.  
 
 
MICROCREDIT PROJECT TO BEGIN IN COMUNIDAD RUTILIO GRANDE 
 
With bank interest rates skyrocketing, the people of Comunidad Rutilio Grande voted to 
pursue project money for a micro-credit project administered by a small group of community 
members, to allow members of the community to take small loans to support agricultural 
endeavors, small business ventures and construction and home improvement needs.  
 
The five member committee that will administer the micro-credit project will consist of 3 
members of the community’s council and two members of the community.  
 
In order to qualify, one must be a member of the community, be employed or working in 
agriculture or have another source of income. A co-signer of the loan will also be required.  
 
A formal contract will be signed and the repayment plan will be customized depending on 
one’s type of employment and payment schedule.  
 
Contributions of any amount are being requested at this time with an initial goal of raising a 
total of $3000-$5000 to allow this project to begin.  
 
For more information, please contact Mary Campbell at mbc48@earthlink.net.  
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Junior High School 

Bishop Paul Stumme-
Diers attends class 
with students 

Students in class 


